
Election: Thursday 5 May 2016

LOCAL AND
EFFECTIVE 
POLICING

MY 5 POINT PLAN FOR BETTER
POLICING IN ESSEX
As your Police and Crime Commissioner I will put the
needs of Essex residents first. We need to mend the
broken elements of our society. That is why I promise to:

Crack down on Anti-Social Behaviour – keeping
our communities safe across the whole of Essex
and reducing the disruption and distress it
causes people.

Be tough on Domestic Violence – helping those
who suffer in silence and reducing its impact on
children and families.

Reverse the trend in serious violent crime –
helping the police get a grip on knife crime and
supporting early intervention to improve public
safety.

Tackle gangs and organised crime – making sure
that crime doesn't pay, eradicating people-
trafficking, and using seized funds to help
affected communities.

Make the Police more local, visible, and
accessible – ensuring that crime prevention is
based in the community, that victims come first,
and that you know what is happening in your
neighbourhood.
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VOTING GUIDE
In the election for Police and Crime
Commissioner you have a first
preference and a second
preference.  For your vote to be
counted you must make a first
preference.

If you want a Conservative PCC, you
can only guarantee that by voting for
Roger HIRST as your FIRST
PREFERENCE.

1st 2nd

Roger HIRST 7

For me, safe and secure communities are the bedrock
on which we build prosperity and wellbeing.
In 2012 the Conservative Government introduced Police and Crime
Commissioners to strengthen the democratic accountability of Police Forces.
The result? Crime is down by more than a quarter, meaning people are safer on
the streets and in their homes. 

I understand that Essex Police and Crime Commissioner is a challenging role,
and public safety is important to all Essex’s residents. The government has
undertaken to protect police budgets for the rest of this parliament, but the 
Police Service will still
need to modernise: to be
local and accessible, and
use new technologies and
media to be more open
and efficient. Where this
has been done elsewhere
we know it has meant
they spend a fifth more of
their time out on patrol.

Professionally, I have
over thirty years’
experience as a leading
financial analyst 
at major British,
European and American
banks. In doing so I have 
successfully led and shaped 
large organisations who serve millions of people. Essex Police is different, but I
can offer them the same qualities of innovative thinking, leadership, and the
ability to inspire. These will let me help the Police deliver and enable me to hold
them to account when they need to improve. 

Roger Hirst with the Home Secretary
Rt Hon Theresa May MP 

A SPECIAL CONSTABLE 
FOR EVERY VILLAGE

Serving the People of Essex

Conservative Candidate for Essex Police and Crime Commissioner

Having officers in your
local neighbourhood is
vital. Whether it is
providing a visible
presence, understanding
local concerns, or
delivering valuable crime
prevention advice – a
volunteer from your local
community can make a
real difference. 

That is why I will double 
the size of the Special
Constabulary and ensure
that the Police provide a 

Special Constable for
every village in Essex.
They will boost community
policing teams, tackle 
anti-social behaviour and
keep policing local. By
being in touch with what is
going on the ground, they
will help strengthen the
performance of their
colleagues in specialist
investigation.  My plan will
ensure that we continue to
have a visible police
presence across the 
whole of Essex.



In tackling domestic violence, the Police must work with social services to
ensure we are doing our utmost to support those at risk of harm, helping those,
across Essex, who suffer in silence and reducing the damage to children and
families. 

Similarly, a large number of incidents which the police are called out to deal
with involve people who have mental health issues. The Police must work with
the NHS on the ground, so that those who are ill are helped with mental 
health services rather than stigmatised as criminals. 

And we must be serious about the role prevention can play in community 
safety. The Police can work better with the Fire & Rescue Service and 
the Health Service on prevention and community resilience. 

Also I support specific early intervention with troubled individuals, 
which can often avoid unnecessary disruption and distress. Better 
partnership working can reduce the level of threat and prevent crime, 
shifting the Police away from responding to the after-effects. By doing 
this we can reduce the number of victims in Essex.

Modern policing cannot succeed without recognising that the problems 
and challenges faced by officers every day on the front line stem from 
a mixture of social, economic, health, and environmental issues. 
That is why fighting crime is not a job for the police alone.

FIGHTING CRIME 
ISN’T A JOB FOR THE POLICE ALONE

With Essex County Council Leader David Finch and Cllr
Dick Madden who heads up Social Care in Essex

In Harlow discussing crime issues
with local MP Robert Halfon

Serving the people of Essex



FREEING OUR STREETS 
FROM VIOLENT CRIME

FIGHTING ORGANISED CRIME
The challenge from organised crime is only increasing, 
as success by the Metropolitan Police in London pushes
criminal activity in to Essex. Organised crime poses a
significant threat to the public and tackling it requires a
highly sophisticated response. It is something that Essex
Police are good at, but we will need to co-ordinate more
closely with the Met, the National Crime Agency, and other
partners to reverse the current trend.

I will not be complacent to this threat. The criminal use of
firearms, people-trafficking, and drug-trafficking needs to be
tackled head-on. That is why I will work hard to ensure we
get access to resources and specialist advice so we can
redouble our efforts to take gangs and organised crime
groups off our streets.

Gang activity and drug
dealing cause fear and
damage to our local
communities and
encourages a cycle of youth
violence. Essex Police have
made some significant
inroads, with drug offences
down 22% last year, but we
need to do more – in
particular by taking knives
off our streets. 

Last year there were 638
knife crimes in the county
which create situations that
can be fatal or lead 
to life-changing injuries. 
I support knife amnesties
and youth education. We
need teenagers to

understand the dangers
and consequences of
carrying a knife.

For those who have
already offended we 
need to focus on stopping
them re-offending. Again,
Essex Police have a good
track record with
reoffending rates dropping
considerably over the last
two years. But it is only
through maintaining a
programme of prevention,
early intervention and
rigorous enforcement that
we will take more gangs off
our streets and keep
people safe.

Keeping Essex safe

COMBATING RURAL CRIME
Fly-tipping, coursing and unlawful incursions are not
victimless crimes. Rural communities can be very isolated,
and the distress and disruption to homes and businesses
which result are all the worse when help seems remote. 
Nor can rural crime be dismissed as petty or irrelevant to
the broader community; theft of large plant and equipment
is on the rise, and requires a response from port security
and tracking data technology. More than 26,000 rural
crimes are reported to Essex Police a year, and I am
determined to help farmers and rural residents stay safe. 

I will support Essex Police’s focus on identifying and
investigating rural crime, including the work of the Rural
Special Constables and will strengthen Farm Watch and
Farmers’ NAP which now have 2,000 farmers on board.

Discussing crime issues in Hutton

Roger Hirst: Conservative Candidate for Essex



CAN YOU HELP 
YOUR LOCAL 
CONSERVATIVES?
If you can help Roger Hirst’s campaign, 
contact us using the details above, 
or fill out and return this form to the 
address opposite

Name

Address

Email

Home/Mobile No.

How can you help?
n Knock on doors n On social media
n Make calls        n Deliver leaflets
Please return to:
Roger Hirst, 799 London Road, 
West Thurrock, Essex RM20 3LH

LOCAL, VISIBLE AND ACCESSIBLE

HELPING YOUNG PEOPLE STAY SAFE

To help us meet that challenge 
I have promised a special
constable for every village. But
the Special Constabulary is not
just there for our rural
residents. I want to see special
constables patrolling our High
Streets during the evenings and
weekends too. Policing in
Essex should be visible and in
regular contact with the public.

Effectiveness in fighting crime
comes from the police knowing
and understanding the
communities it serves. That
means understanding local
concerns and priorities, tackling
anti-social behaviour, and being
readily accessible. Currently 

the police don’t make best use
of technology. Except in an
emergency, they are not easy
to contact. For many that is not
good enough, and when you
consider how easy it is to
interact with your bank or an
online retailer it is clear that the
police have a lot to learn.

To that end I will work with the 
police to make them more local,
visible and accessible. I will
invest in technologies that
make contact with the police
easier, that reduce paperwork,
and allow officers to spend
more time out and about in the
local communities they serve. 

Public safety is so important for our families and our
communities. The Chief Constable and I will have to strike
a balance between investigative capacity to deal with low
frequency but high impact crimes, and neighbourhood
policing to keep our streets safe and deal with the crime
which affects people day-to-day.

SWIFT AND SURE JUSTICE
Where crime is committed we must ensure
that justice is served swiftly and surely.
Victims of crime are less likely to believe
that the police are concerned about
resolving their case the longer it drags on,
and long-running cases in the courts are
statistically less likely to succeed. As part of
my wider role as Police and Crime
Commissioner I will push for a quick, easy
to use, and joined up criminal justice
system that the people of Essex can have
confidence in. 

Current court inefficiencies clog up police
time and remove officers from the front line
and their crime prevention duties. The PCC
has a role to play in making sure the
criminal justice system serves victims well
and helps them find resolution.

Nationally it is estimated that
762,000 young people are
victims of crime. In Essex that
would mean up to 13,000 children
aged 10-14 are affected by crime
each year - those with disabilities
more so. 

Offences vary from bullying, to
actual bodily harm and online
grooming. Combatting this
effectively requires a co-ordinated
response across community
policing and specialist
investigators. I will ensure that
Essex Police work closely with
schools, social services, local
charities and community groups 
to better understand and protect
vulnerable children.

@Hirst4EssexPCC         fb.com/hirst4essex

CONTACT ROGER HIRST
Conservative Candidate for Essex Police and Crime Commissioner

@Hirst4EssexPCC                               fb.com/roger4essex                               www.hirst4essexpcc.co.uk
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How we use your data Some data we receive from you will probably
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My experience will enable me to help the Police prioritise and manage their
resources, and lead to more effective and efficient policing in Essex. Until
recently I was a Cabinet Member at Essex County Council and Deputy
Leader at Brentwood Council. 
I led the Essex Safer Communities Strategy, and I have a track record of

successfully working in collaboration with the Police and local authorities to
deal with unlawful gypsy and traveller issues. I have now stood down from
these roles to focus on Police and Crime Commissioner, and make no
mistake, I will stand up for the whole of Essex.

roger.hirst4essex@gmail.com

www.hirst4essexpcc.co.uk


